up-to-date series such as this, which will convey to pharmacologists and other medical scientists the essence of these newer methods from other disciplines, is unquestioned.
This, the second volume in the series, describes three methods: radioligand binding of calcium channel antagonists, monoclonal antibody production and the application of nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) to neuropharmacology. Unfortunately, the contributions are uneven both in clarity and in their objectives, showing little overall editorial control. The short section on radioligand binding gives almost no information on the technique and is almost entirely an interpretation of results obtained with the technique.. By contrast, the longer chapter on monoclonal antibody production gives detailed instructions for each step in the technique, including information on where to buy the apparatus and reagents. The final chapter, on NMR, charts an intermediate course, with a general account of the principles involved and the nature of the instrument and then goes on to give illustrative applications including a brief account on the interpretation of the records.
The book is rather poorly produced and the illustrations, in particular, leave something to be desired. The layout is sometimes overcrowded ( Fig. 9 on NMR), the main feature occasionally invisible (the spleen in Fig. 2 of monoclonal antibodies) or the information repeated in adjacent figures (Figs. 1 and 2 of radioligand binding). In spite of these criticisms, the book does provide a concise introduction to techniques unfamiliar to pharmacologists and will be a useful starting point.
J S GILLESPIE

Professor ofPharmacology University ofGlasgow
Multiple Trauma (Progress in Critical Care Medicine, vol 1) R J Wilder (ed) pp 286 SFr95 ISBN 3-8055-3823-5 Basel: Karger 1984 One of the major problems in medicine today is the standard of trauma care. The multiple trauma patient rarely respects the traditional boundaries of the clinical disciplines of medicine. There are many surgical textbooks which describe the technical details of the operative procedures in the care of the trauma victim, but the most important aspects of multiple trauma care are the organization of the service and keeping the patient alive by better diagnostic and monitoring equipment. This timely book provides an up-to-date presentation of the critical care of these patients. The text reflects the newer developments of computed tomography of the head, craniofacial, abdominal and spinal trauma. There are excellent chapters on initial assessment, fluid therapy and nutrition, anaesthesia and respiratory failure. Care of the multiple-trauma patient is deeply involved in all of the basic sciences, and this is well covered in the chapter on the endocrine response to injury. Local and systemic infections are a major cause of morbidity and mortality in patients who have sustained multiple trauma, and prevention and therapy of infections is well presented. There are two other interesting chapters on paediatric trauma and trauma in pregnancy. At the end of each chapter there is an extensive list of references, mostly from North America. The index is adequate. Only the chapters on computed tomography contain illustrations and there are few spelling mistakes in the whole text.
In the balance, the virtues outweigh the defects and this is a most up-to-date book on critical care of multiple trauma. I strongly recommend the book to the surgeons and anaesthetists who take part in the care of the multiply injured patient.
E K ALPAR
Consultant Surgeon Birmingham Accident Hospital
The Spectrum of Psychiatric Research M Shepherd (ed) pp 240 £20 ISBN 0-521-26585-1
Cambridge University Press 1984
This book consists of 39 review articles originally commissioned for Psychological Medicine and published in that journal between 1972 and 1984. They cover a notably wide range of topics, from kuru and artificial intelligence to the epistemology of normality. Although half of them were originally published in the 1970s, and some are therefore rather dated, the majority are still worth reading. The editor describes them as 'impressive testimony to the growing impact of scientific research on psychological medicine' and most of them are indeed authoritative and scholarly reviews, well, written, well researched and copiously referenced. It is a pity that the addresses for correspondence provided for authors have not been updated, or even removed in the case of those who are now dead. Even so, the collection is well worth browsing through, though presumably only those who do not have ready access to the parent journal will want to buy it. 
